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NOVEMBER 19,
1971 (7 T.S.News)

TRADE SCHOOL NEWS
"...The greatest engine ever invented
for the discovery of truth!"
--Dean Wigmore

JOE BARTUNEK FOR EX-CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES
An Editorial

Cleveland State University was created to provide educational opportunities
to area residents. Instead, it has created an opportunity for local wardheelers to vie for a nice political plum as member of the university’s Board
of Trustees. At one point, the appointment of Joe Bartunek and Bob Hughes,
respectively the Democratic and Republican party chairmen for Cuyahoga County
was deemed a boon for the university. That way, some said, there would always
be a strong voice in Columbus on CSU's behalf regardless of which party was in
power. The time has come to reassess
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beneficiaries. If this be the case, then the Trustees should be held directly
accountable for their acts to the students.

If society as a whole is ultimately the beneficiary of a state-supported
program for higher education, then accountability by politicians-cum-Board
members is a most doubtful prospect. How could a Republican or Democratic
Attorney General order an investigation of the very men who were instrumental
in putting him into office?
Yes, Joe, there is a doctrine called "conflict of interest." Should and
where it exists for a Trustee, that Trustee should be deposed. Mr. Bartunek,
Democratic Party Chairman for Cuyahoga County-cum-Board of Trustees Chairman
for CSU, is also Chairman of the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, Recently,
Mr. Bartunek presided over a Board of Elections hearing regarding a CSU student
who, In his campaign literature, represented, somewhat prematurely, that he
was a CSU Law School graduate. The student was also Democratic candidate for
Euclid’s mayoralty race. After the complaint was filed, neither Bartunek
or Hughes deigned to disqualify themselves where the sole issue to be determined
was the status of an Individual of the Cleveland State University community.
At that hearing (the transcript of which is public record), it should be
noted that the most active questioners were Messrs. Bartunek and Hughes, who
showed no qualms about putting their roles as Trustees aside for the sake of
political expediency.
Clearly, the sole criteria for the appointment of an individual on the
Board of Trustees should be one’s qualifications and abilities as a professional
and educator. If CSU is to enhance its reputation and standing in the city,
state, and nation, it must begin with its students and graduates, and not
concern itself with the whim and caprices of political hacks. The staff of
T.S. News would urge the students, faculty, and administration of this law
school to support a non-political Board of Trustees and submit that both Bartunek
and Hughes turn in their sneakers to Governor Gilligan, accampanied with a letter
urging him to appoint replacements for them who have no firm political ambitions
nor ties and the highest academic credentials possible.
IS MEL WOLOWITZ CRAIG CHRISTENSEN?
WILL CRAIG CHRISTENSEN PLEASE STAND UP?

For those students (and they are legion), who don't know what Craig
Christensen looks like, or even why they should care, Mel Wolowitz, '73, is a
reasonable facsimile. The problem is, this school has too long been plagued
with deans who were little more than "reasonable facsimiles." While we are well
aware that Dean C. has been saddled with this school's past sins and is busily
trying to undo the wrongs of inept administrations of yore, nevertheless, there
are many students (count us among them) who remember his words at an open forum
meeting before he acceded to office.
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